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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)23 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 July 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10/8/03 was received. 
The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2, 8-11, 17-20, and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Pester (US Patent 5,563,930) in view of McCann et al. (US Patent 
7,068,773). 

As to claims 1,10, and 19, Pester teaches a method in a signaling network node 
having a prescribed point code (abstract; col. 2, lines 15-42) comprising: 

detecting a prescribed condition for at least an affected signaling node 
associated with a corresponding affected point code (col. 11, lines 1-5); 

generating a route management signaling message in response to the prescribed 
condition (col. 11, lines 5-6), by: 
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inserting an originating point code, a destination point code, and an affected point 
code into the message (col. 1 1 , lines 6-14); 

selecting a signaling link selection value based on the affected point code (col. 
12, lines 37-41); 

routing signaling message onto a signaling network for delivery to the destination 
signaling node (col. 59, lines 11-25). 

Pester does not explicitly teach detailing steps of inserting the prescribed point 
code into an originating point code field, a destination point code into a destination point 
code field, the affected point code into a third point code field, and the signaling link 
selection value into a prescribed signaling link selection field; and routing signaling 
message via a path selected based on the signaling link selection value. 

McCann et al. teaches of inserting the prescribed point code into an originating 
point code field, a destination point code into a destination point code field, the affected 
point code into a third point code field, and the signaling link selection value into a 
prescribed signaling link selection field (col. 1, line 56 through col. 2, line 8); and routing 
signaling message via a path selected based on the signaling link selection value 
(abstract; col. 1, lines 47-55). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to in corporate the teachings of McCann into the teachings of 
Pester for the purpose of having a more efficient system by improving the system and 
method of link set selection in networks and better balancing load sharing. 
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As to claims 2,11, and 20, McCann et al. teaches generating the route 
management signaling message as an SS7 Message Transfer Part 3 route 
management message (col. 4, lines 16-41). 

Claims 8, 17, and 26 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claim 1. 

As to claims 9, 18, and 27, Pester teaches identifying an available outbound link 
based on accessing a signaling link selection - outbound link table configured for 
identifying an assigned available outbound link (col. 12, lines 22-48). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 3-7, 12-16, and 21-25 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

As to claims 3, 12, and 21, prior arts or records fail to teach, or render obvious, 
alone or in combination a method in a signaling network node having a prescribed point 
code, the method comprising: detecting a prescribed condition for at least an affected 
signaling node associated with a corresponding affected point code; generating a route 
management signaling message in response to the prescribed condition, 
by: (1) first inserting the prescribed point code into an originating point code field, a 

i 

destination point code for a corresponding destination signaling node into a destination 
point code field, and the affected point code into a third point code field, (2) selecting a 
signaling link selection value based on the affected point code, and (3) second inserting 
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the signaling link selection value into a prescribed signaling link selection field in the 
route management signaling message; and outputting the route management signaling 
message onto a signaling network for delivery to the destination signaling node via a 
path selected based on the signaling link selection value, wherein the selecting step 
includes: determining whether the affected point code identifies a cluster that includes 
the affected signaling code; and selecting a first portion of the affected point code that 
distinguishes the prescribed cluster from other clusters for generation of the signaling 
link selection value, if the affected point code identifies the cluster relative to the other 
clusters. 

Claims 4-7, 13-16, and 22-25 are objected because they depend on objected 
claims 3, 12, and 21, respectively. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ibanez-Meier et al. (US Patent 6,144,654) teaches method of combining and 
separate groups of multiple CDMA-encoded data signals and apparatus therefor. 

Lindquist (US Patent 5,838,782) teaches system for converting a routing address 
within a telecommunications network. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quynh H. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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7489. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 6:30 A.M. to 
5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on 571-272-7488. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Quynh H. Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 



